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caution, and the Government had nearly always fallen
into the temptation of taking the line of least resistance.
Even when the Bonnets, the Lavals and the Caillauxs
were not actually in the Government, they were actively
lobbying in the Chamber and the Senate. By Septem-
ber, when war was declared, the French nation had
rallied and had forgotten its political differences. The
French man-in-the-street had had enough of Hitlerian
aggression and was fully prepared to put an end to it
through war. The voice of the peace party was not
then heard. But after eight months of* phoney " war,
and after the series of defeats in May and June, the peace
party began to make itself felt again. It was especially
active round the Elysee Palace and succeeded in winning
over President Lebrun. These isolationists had always
considered that it was no good fighting Germany,
because she was sure to win, and they had always been
against a war with Italy. They believed there could be
a Fascist-Latin Bloc, which wotdd hold Hider in check.
With the likelihood of the defeat of France, ambitious,
unscrupulous men like Laval wanted to be in at the kill,
and congregated round the harassed Government at
Tours and then at Bordeaux. The pro-German peace
party in France was more influential and more deep-
rooted than the pro-German peace party in England
had been before the outbreak of war, because the ques-
tion was more a part of internal politics, which aroused
such bitter feelings. The very fact that the political Left
had wanted to support the Spanish Republicans during
die Spanish Civil War, that they had wanted to prevent